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FAMU Graduates Told
To Act On Their Dreams
While Becoming A Leader
from

Former FAMU
President Is First
African-American
Recipient Of Peace
And International
Understanding
Award

Walter Smith, former FAMU president and First African
American Recipient of the NEA 2009 Applegate-Dorros
Peace and International Understanding Award

TALLAHASSEE – Walter
Smith, Ph.D., Florida A&M
University’s (FAMU) seventh
president, is the first AfricanAmerican recipient of the
National Education Association’s
(NEA) 2009 Applegate-Dorros
P e a c e and I nter nationa l
Understanding Award.
“The Human and Civil Rights
Awards dinner is a product of the

merger of the National Education
Association (NEA) and the
American Teachers Association
(ATA),” said Sabrina Williams,
manager for Business Affairs for
NEA Human and Civil Rights
Department. “More than 40 years
ago, ATA, which was the teacher

AWARD

continued on pg. 9
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BY ANGEL SURI

TALLAHASSEE – Nearly
22,000 family members and
friends from across the nation
arrived to the Multipurpose Center
Teaching Gymnasium during the
three sessions of Florida A&M
University’s (FAMU) spring 2009
commencement which featured
former President Bill Clinton, U.S.
Congressman Kendrick Meek and
CNN Reporter Soledad O’Brien.
As early as 6:30 a.m., a
crowd had already formed in
front of FAMU’s new facility in
anticipation of the first session of
the spring 2009 commencement.
Every seat in the new facility
began to fill as the processional
began and students from the
FAMU College of Arts and
Sciences, College of Law,
School of Architecture and
Environmental Sciences Institute
marched to their seats.
The audience roared in
excitement as the students, who
were ready to transcend to
graduates, entered the building,
and even more when former
United States President Bill
Clinton appeared with FAMU
President James H. Ammons.
After an introduction by
Am m o n s , C l i n t o n t o l d t h e
crowded gym that he was glad to

Photograph courtesy of Keith Pope

Florida A&M University President James H. Ammons (right) presents former
President Bill Clinton with the President's Award for serving as commencement speaker

be here to christen the new facility
and explained the reasons why he
wanted to be at the FAMU spring
2009 commencement.
“FAMU is the top producer
of African-Americans with
baccalaureate degrees in the
nation,” he said. “This makes for

one of the most diverse student
bodies and modern educational
opportunities.”
Clinton explained that the
world today is one based on
interdependence. This interdependent world has three significant issues that FAMU graduates

must address: unequal opportunities to access healthcare; instability; and unsustainable.
According to Clinton, we must

FAMU

continued on pg. 9

94-Year-Old Business Owner
Is Still Going Strong
BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
EDITOR
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Salon owner, Beulah McCloud doing Sherry McCall’s hair one
of the faithful who still appreciates a good press and curl

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ninety four year old Beulah
McCloud has been doing hair
for more than 75 years and still
enjoys what she does and
spending time with people so
much so she says she has no
intentions of retiring. Not only
does she still work and is very
healthy, she doesn’t take any
medications and hasn’t been to
a doctor in 3 years.
“Doctors do the best they
can, but they don’t always get it
right, so it’s best to stay away
from the medicine if you can,”
she said.
This striking nonagenarian’s concern is that many of her
clients have passed away or are
in nursing homes. “The young

people want braids and other
hairdos that I don’t do so I guess
that would be the only way I
would stop doing hair. There
won’t be any to do,” she said
chuckling.
One of the down sides to
being blessed to live a long life
is having to watch friends and
l o v e d o n e s p a s s a w a y. A
business owner who has
outlived her client base feels the
loss personally and professionally. McCloud currently has
about 15 steady clients and two
of them were recently taken to
nursing homes. But this does
not deter this upbeat mother of
two, grandmother of two and
great grandmother of four.
“I do what I do because I

MCCLOUD

continued on pg. 4
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
Alberta Johnson Clark …

BY EMMA C. CAVIN

A Woman of Faith and Love

It is hard for Bobby Joe “Pete” Clark to fully understand how
he and his siblings were able to enjoy so much as they were
growing up. When he considers how little his mother earned,
“back in the day”, he finds it absolutely amazing. “She seemed to
be able to take almost nothing and make so much. Even with her
earning only $35 a week, we were never truly in need. We were
often able to help others. The only explanation that seems
plausible to me is ‘God’. Through my mother, God wrought many
miracles,” Clark related. No, Mrs. Clark was not a minister or
prophetess. She was, however, an individual who believed that
faithful study of the Word, regular attendance at a church, and
treating others as one wanted to be treated were essential acts for
a successful life, a prosperous life. She was a woman of faith,
hope, and love. Her children knew it, and everyone else who met
her knew it within minutes after meeting her. This strong, but
gentle, woman had a story of hardships that she could have told.
She could have cried out in anguish that her life was too hard.
Instead, she accepted her lot, searched the scriptures for comfort,
and spent much time in prayer.
Her husband died a few months after the birth of the youngest
child, over sixty-four years ago. It was a devastating occurrence
for the young mother and her five young children. As with everything else she had to do, she approached this tragedy by praying
to God for guidance and by looking for a job that would allow her
to be at home at night. She enlisted the aid of grandmotherly
women in the neighborhood to look out for her children when she
was working, and she paid them what monies she could. Then, she
compensated them further by doing their laundry or baking bread
and cakes for them.
A very proud woman, Alberta Johnson Clark went to work as
a housekeeper for the Zinn family. Her duties included cleaning,
taking their laundry home to wash, iron, and fold, cooking their
meals, and caring for their children and family members in the
same way she took care of her own children. Strong physically
and mentally, she was a soft and sweet as a marshmallow when it
came to children. Both her children and the Zinn children knew
that life would be tough if she caught any of them in mischief, but
good behavior always brought something good from the oven. At
the time of her death, she still maintained a special relationship
with the Zinn children and continued to plan her visits and
vacations with them just as she did with her own children.
It was a different time when her children were growing up, so
there were not many places to go for entertainment outside of the
home. Clark was very knowledgeable about many things, and she
used the Bible as a guide for living. Crafts, games, puzzles,
repairing and building things, sewing, and cooking were tasks
taught by Clark. For the Clark children, and some grandchildren,
there are many memories of fun times within their home as they
read and discussed the lives of children from the Bible or from the
lives of people in history. Indeed, those days inspired the career

To My Loving Mom,

Eloiuse Johnson

JUST THE SIMPLE TRUTH
“You’re a Great Mom and I’m truly
blessed to be your Son.”
Happy Mother’s Day

I Love You, Thomas “Jet” Jackson

Ms. Johnson

paths of the Clark children. More than one enjoyed work with
children, either as educators or in a juvenile justice program. One
became a history teacher. Their church activities, interaction with
friends and neighbors and their mother’s strong presence helped
them to develop a love for doing the “right thing” no matter what
was going on around them. They were made to realize that they
had a stake in what their futures would bring, or not bring for that
matter. There really was no time to get into trouble. It was a known
fact that the Clark children attended early church, Sunday School,
Baptist Training Union and night church every Sunday. During the
week, there was Bible study at their church or one of the churches
within their neighborhood.
Loving, caring, and dedicated to the Lord’s work, Clark
instilled in her children to be kind, considerate, and to always treat
others the way they wanted others to treat them. Everyone who
spent time with her loved her. The telephone at her house never
stopped ringing. Even when she was visiting in St. Petersburg,
friends called and visited frequently. She came to St. Petersburg
often in support of her grandchildren in their career endeavors.
Just last year, she and her daughter-in-law, Glenda, took a train
trip to Virginia to visit her grandson and her nieces. Fellow
travelers thought they were a mother and daughter rather than inlaws. “When my mother died, she took over. She became my
mother and I became her daughter,” said Glenda Clark.
The Clark children were diverse in personalities and

ambitions, but they all knew that they were expected to do well,
even excel. Bobby Joe “Pete” Clark resides in St. Petersburg with
his wife Glenda, their children and grandchildren. The first thing
he did when he moved to St. Petersburg to attend college in the
middle sixties was to find a church to attend. To him, and his
mother, it was the natural thing to do. His sister, Kay Mullen,
moved here from Virginia and was employed by the Pinellas
County School board for thirty-six years. Bobby Joe “Pete” Clark
remembers his sister as a sassy, but obedient girl who always
liked to dress up. Lo, the oldest of the siblings went to the military
after completing high school. He is a devoted church member and
lives in Hallandale. James, the second brother was the mischievous one who often found himself explaining or defending his
actions. James now sings in the church choir and lives in
Hollywood with his wife, Hattie. The youngest of the siblings
was Linda, an excellent student at Spelman University in Atlanta,
Georgia. Sadly, Linda died after a tonsillectomy the summer
following her sophomore year. Clark eased the pain of that loss by
praying and looking to God for words to comfort her family.
There are twenty-seven grandchildren, sixty-one great-grandchildren, and nine great-great-grandchildren.
Alberta Johnson Clark passed away February 14. Her legacy
is one of love, devotion to God, and a dedication to the people
with whom she shared her love, her sense of humor, and her vast
knowledge of life. Hearing her crack jokes and laugh about them
is no longer possible, but the minds and hearts of many will hold
her memories dear. What a tribute to the life she led when the
funeral director and the minister who eulogized her shed tears at
the thought of saying goodbye.
The congregations of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Hallandale,
Friendship Baptist Church in St. Petersburg, as well as all the generations who had the opportunity to get to know her will feel a sense
of loss as they glance over to the pews she once occupied. But the
sadness will begin to fade as they indulge in the memories of time
spent with the well-dressed, smiling woman in the beautiful hats
who lived her life according to the Word and delighted in stuffing
them with her mouth-watering Sunday dinners or pies, puddings
and cakes. Choir member, Sunday School teacher, Missionary
Society member, Baptist Training Union worker, community
activist, and member of the Eastern Star Heroines of Jericho
describe her affiliations and activities, all of which allowed her to
work for God and His people. From the time she stopped school to
help take care of her own siblings, she continued to work for others
until her time was done. Her life and her work speak for her. To
those who knew her, it certainly looks like her job was well done.
Onlookers stood and gazed in awe as the horse-drawn carriage
took Mother Clark from the Ebenezer Baptist Church to her final
resting place in Hallandale Beach Cemetery. It was not easy for
her family and friends to say goodbye, but the home-going celebration of her life was truly magnificent … as was her faith in God
… as was the love she shared with everyone.

Jean Peoples

A Mother’s Day Wish For Our “Big” Sister.
Mother’s Day is a special time to let you know
how much we treasure you. Thank you for
replacing Mom after she transitioned to eternal life.
Thank you for your love, caring and giving to all eight of us.
We are forever here for you. Happy Mother’s Day!
Your Brothers and Sisters, Richard, Carl, Cora, Dianne,
Betty, Ophelia, Jackie, and Cheryl

Happy Mother’s Day to

Dorothy
Gilliam
God Bless You
Dianne

Happy Mother’s Day
There are not enough words to express the gratitude that we feel for a
woman who has supported her children every step of the way.
from the staff of
The Weekly
Challenger

T homasina Finch Mack

So we the children of
Salute you on this day. Happy Mother’s Day from

Francine, Christine, Robin, Danyell, Shawn, Bryan, Ryan, and Shamar

Connie Dudley

A Special Message To A Special Mom,

You’re loved more than you
can imagine. Not just on this
special day, but always.
Your Daughter, “Lady”

Ma Noble

You are the fountain of love
peace, compassion and
happiness. Thank you for sharing
all those traits with me.

Happy
Mother’s
Day!
Signora
Farris
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

We need a stimulus plan to
preserve and expand historically
black colleges. If the federal government can come up with rationalizations for bailing out Wall Street,
making sure there is “No Bank Left
Behind” and pumping millions into
what comedian Bill Maher calls
“Notorious A.I.G.”, it can produce a
stimulus plan for Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).
Established in the post-Civil
War era known as Reconstruction,
HBCUs have made phenomenal contributions to the nation, producing
such alumni as W.E. B. DuBois, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr, Mary
McMcLeod Bethune, Thurgood
Marshall, Bishop T.D. Jakes, Oprah
Winfrey, Doug Wilder, Former
Surgeon General David Satcher,
Sean “P.Diddy” Combs, Astronaut
Ronald E. McNair, Attorney Willie
Gary, legendary football coaches
Jake Gaither and Eddie Robinson and
pro athletes such as Althea Gibson,
Jerry Rice, John Stallworth, Doug
Williams and Walter Payton.
Although there are a significant
number of two and 4-year colleges
with predominantly black enrollments, only 105 qualify as HBCUs.
The Higher Education Act of 1965
defines an HBCU as “Any historically black college or university that was
established prior to 1964, whose
principal mission was, and is, the
education of black Americans…”
Black colleges represent only 3

Johnson also established a new
lifestyle, enrolling in college and
kicking his old habits. By 1996,
Johnson had made the Dean’s List
and was elected president of the
student body at Knoxville College.”
Today, Johnson is a manager in
the construction industry in the
Washington area.
Another example is Forrest
Harris, president of American Bible
College in Nashville. He recalls,
“Without Knoxville College, the
door to higher education would have
been closed to a disadvantaged young
man who barely survived the social
dysfunctions of public education to
graduate from high school but did not
have the sufficient educational and
academic skill set for admission to
college. I was disadvantaged, unable
to p as s co l l eg e s t an d ard i ze d
admission tests, and my parents were
without resources to aid me to access
necessary remedial training beyond
high school. Knoxville College had
the creative program opportunity and
the dedicated resources that helped
me overcome my disadvantages.”
In addition to serving as
president of American Baptist
College, Harris has served on the
faculty and directed the Black
Church Studies Institute at Vanderbilt
University.
There are thousands of similar
HBCU success stories.
But in recent years, many
HBCUs have been struggling
because of a combination of factors,
including under funding. That’s why
I am proposing that Congress and the

I recently had lunch
with a city councilman from a
large mid-western city and we
were discussing what might be a
good vehicle to use to promote
economic diversity in his city as
well work as a recruiting tool for
new political leadership.
His interest reminded me of a
small network of community
activists we had in Indianapolis
back in the late 1980s and early
90s. We had a small but very
“tough” group known, for lack of
any other name, the Concerned
Clergy.
It was a misnomer in that the
ministers in the group were a small
base but the energy came mostly
from the others who represented
from a black perspective all the
sectors of the city: political,
education, medical, construction,
professional services, government
employees, etc.
The Concerned Clergy would
meet every Saturday morning
b e t w een 9 a.m. until noon.
Sometimes we would go longer
than that but we never lack
material that would cause us to
end early. Rev. C.V. Jeter was the
president and we would meet at
his church, Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church. I, being president
of the Hoosier Minority Chamber
of Commerce, was chair of the
Economic Committee and would
give my weekly report on the local

issues.
State Representative Bill
Crawford led the political contingent that was comprised of state
representatives, senators, local
council m em b ers , t o wn s h i p
trustees. There were also School
B oa rd me m b ers , p o l i cem en ,
busine ss o wn ers , at t o rn ey s ,
realtors, etc.
If something bad was
happening around town the
victims would come to speak
before the Concerned Clergy and
ask for help. We never let them
down. Whether it was a kid locked
up for the wrong reasons or
someone losing their home over
some jive. A recen t co l l eg e
graduate having trouble finding
work or a worthy business enterprise and having trouble getting a
permit, we would respond to their
request and usually before the next
weekly meeting the issue was put
to rest.
There were many small issues
but every now and then we had
major issues. Regardless of the
size we won them all for we knew
what was right and had the faith to
fight the power and change its
ways. In essence, we were the real
power and the city of Indianapolis
was becoming better for that.
Through the Concerned Clergy
every mayor, congressperson and
even the governor paid attention to
the concerns of 230,000 black
residents of Indianapolis. Mayors
Bill Hudnut and Stephen
Goldsmith understood this clearly.

Governor Evan Bayh, now US
Senator, on the other side had difficulty respecting this body. After
great pain he finally understood
that sometime you have to respect
a group that truly represented a
very large number of the constituency.
I remember a meeting with
him where he started screaming at
us. Afterwards, the ministers
would say, “What is wrong with
that boy? He is not like his father
former Senator Birch Bayh”.
Eventually, Governor Bayh would
have to go along with our concerns
or demands. If he didn’t his legislative agenda would be in
jeopardy through the state representatives and senators that we had
relationships with.
I remember Congressman
Andy Jacobs assuring us that after
his expected retirement our Center
Township Trustee Julia Carson
would replace him. He guaranteed
it and Andy Jacobs never lied.
The late Congresswoman Julia
Carson was a very charismatic
local leader who was always there
for us in a confrontation. She
would always have me laughing
whenever
she
referred
to
Representative Bill Crawford as
the “Executive Director of the
Preachers” – speaking of his
involvement with the Concerned
Clergy. When Julia Carson spoke
the power structure, black or white
or whatever, certainly listened.
She was our major “trump card”.
We integrated the procurement of
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Obama administration pass a 5-year,
$5 billion stimulus plan for black
colleges. According to the White
House Initiative on Historically
Black Colleges, there are 105
HBCUs. So an expenditure of $1
billion per year for five years would
mean that each college could average
nearly $1 million per year for the next
five years. If we can bail out
Notorious A.I.G., we can and should
help save our HBCUs. In fact, saving
them is in the national interest.
According to a report by the
Metropolitan Center for Urban
Education at New York University,
titled, “With All Deliberate Speed:
Achievement, Citizenship and
Diversity of American Education,”
only 31 percent of Latinos complete
some college and 48 percent of
African-Americans, compared to 62
percent of Whites and 80 percent of
Asian Americans.
“We are losing ground and jobs
to other countries – for example,
China and India,” the report states.
“Our nation’s ability to sustain our
long-term economic success depends
on the very children we are not
educating now. According to the
National Center on Education and the
Economy, by the year 2020, the U.S.
will need 14 million more collegetrained workers than it will produce.
Nowhere is college participation
l o w e r t h a n a m o n g Af r i c a n Americans and Hispanic youth;
nowhere is the potential to meet our
nation’s need for college graduates
greater.”

The Ideal Community Organization
BY HARRY C. ALFORD
NNPA COLUMNIST

Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/CEO

Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

A Stimulus Plan For Black Colleges
percent of the nation’s universities,
but they produce 23.6 percent of all
bachelor’s degrees earned by blacks.
In the math and sciences, that figure
is more than 40 percent. The United
Negro College Fund reports that
black colleges have produced 70
percent of all black doctors and
dentists and half of all AfricanAmerican engineers.
I grew up in the shadows of
Stillman College, a black college in
Tuscaloosa, Ala., and now serve as
chairman of the board of trustees of
Knoxville College, my alma mater.
Two weeks ago, I addressed the
annual national alumni dinner at
Barber-Scotia College in Concord,
N.C. On Friday, I will be delivering
the commencement address at
Alabama A&M University and
Sa turday wi l l d o t h e s am e at
Knoxville College in Tennessee. As a
journalist and public speaker, I have
addressed students at more than 25
black colleges.
Over the years, I have been most
impressed by the students who credit
HBCUs with giving them the
education, guidance and training they
needed at a critical juncture. Two
Knoxville College examples immediately come to mind. A story in the
September 1998 issue of Emerge
magazine gave this account:
“Four years ago, Nadir F.
Johnson was a drug dealer who
wanted to change his base of
operation. So he moved from
Hampton, Virginia to East Tennessee.
But within a week of establishing a
new residence, to his surprise,

The Weekly Challenger

Fax (727) 823-2568

OPINION
BY GEORGE E CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST
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Indianapolis
Public
School
District which was massive. We
had three black architectural firms
and three black construction management firms selected for
fourteen major school renovations.
The good old boys threatened
to go to court but backed down
when they actually had no
standing. There was a serious
round of presentations and our
guys beat them via professional
selling and presentation. When the
playing field is level good things
happen.
We had criteria for the local
b a n k s t o f o l l o w. T h o s e t h a t
followed were certified to do
business with our constituents. We
had a major meeting at the local
basketball arena and 27 churches
had their members do business
exclusively with the certified
banks only.
It was awesome as thousands
of people publicly changed their
accounts to the committed banks.
Also, those black churches started
using black contractors to build
and renovate their properties. This
was revolutionary.
In all, the Concerned Clergy
brought billions of dollars to the
b l a c k c o m m u n i t y, i n c u b a t e d
leaders and increased the quality
of life for Indianapolis. I miss it
but Kay and I had our destiny
waiting for us in Washington.
Every city should have a group
like this.

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Find Out How To Influence
And Inspire Our Youth
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Ta m p a B a y Te c h n o l o g y
Alliance and Catalina
Marketing will host a
S.T.E.M.INAR workshop on
how to implement robotics and
o t h e r S.T.E.M . (Sc ie nc e,
Technology, Engineering &
Mathematics) activities for
students ages six through 18.
The S.T.E.M..INAR will
be held from 10 a.m. to noon
May 16, at Catalina
Ma rketing, 200 C a rillon
Parkway, St. Petersburg. The
seminar is free and open to the
public.
There will be engaging

MCCLOUD

continued from front page

have always liked doing hair,”
she said. “I think doing hair
keeps me going because I like
it and I like people.”
Back in the 1920s when
she was a girl she discovered
that she was good at doing hair
and that she enjoyed it. “I
w o u ld do m omma ’s hair
whenever she’d let me,” she
said speaking of a mother that
passed away many years ago.
“People back then came up
with all kinds of ways to do
hair because we didn’t have
hot combs and all the other
things people use today.”
According to McCloud
some people would heat a fork
on the stove and use it to comb
through the hair to straighten it
and some even had mastered
wrapping the hair which
involved using nylons to
stretch the hair until it was
straight.
The straightening comb
was in existence but in some
African-American communities was not available until
later when Madam C.J.
Walker, entrepreneur trailblazing business woman made
them available by traveling
door to door.
McCloud grew up in Port
G i b son, M is s is sippi the
youngest of three sisters. She,
like many African-Americans,
who families could afford it,
ventured off to attend college
in hopes of a better life. There
is where she met, fell in love
and married the late Harold
M c Cloud. They had two
children Willie Earl who lives
in California with his family
and Phyllis Ann Gaines who

activities for the students and
informational sessions for
individuals, schools and organizations who are, or would like
to be, involved in Robofest,
www.fobofest.net,
National
Engineering Week Future City
C o m p e t i t i o n ,
www.futurecity.org FIRST
robotics where FIRST is the
acronym For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and
Technology. www.usfirst.org,
M a t h M o v e s U ,
w w w. m a t h m o v e u . c o m ,
Ma thcounts, www. m at hcounts.org and much more.
Organizations are also

i n v i t ed t o s h o wcas e t h ei r
STEM projects. Following the
meeting, there will be an organizational luncheon for those
who are willing to volunteer to
as s i s t T B TA i n p ro v i d i n g
continued support for STEM
initiatives in the Tampa Bay
area. For additional information, contact either Stan
Kowski, President of TBTA at
s k o w s k i @ t b t a o n l i n e . o rg ,
www.tbtaonline.org or Rose
Mack, Vice-President of TBTA
and YES-SECME Director at
588-6127 or mackr@pcsb.org .

lives in St. Petersburg with
her husband L o u i s . T h e
McCloud’s were married for
52 years before Mr. McCloud
passed away.
“I feel Harold knew he was
going because he did all kinds
of things around the house,
like having s ecu ri t y b ars
installed, to make sure I would
be secure,” she shared. “I’ve
never been afraid or lonely
since he’s been gone. I read
most evenings before I go to
bed and I fall off to sleep.”
Mr. McCloud built the
be auty shop t h at h el p ed
support the family at the rear
of the family’s home back in
the early 1950’s. His wife was
able to work in the shop while
her children were in school.
Years later she would be the
caregiver for her grandson
Louis Jr. who she would have
in the shop in a crib while she
did hair.
“He was just a toddler and
he would be so fascinated with
me doing hair,” she said of her
now adult grandson who is
studying to be a cosmetologist.
She would spend a full day
in the shop and admits she
made a good income to help
her family. She said Mr.
Mc C loud was al way s t h e
primary bread winner. He
worked with the Seaboard
Coastline and he did yard
work.
“He worked from sun up to
sunset during the week. He
worked hard,” she said.
Hard work appeared to be
a way of life for the
McClouds. She shared that
many years ago when she had
over 30 clients she had a
couple of ladies who wanted
their hair to look good on

Sunday morning for church, so
they had standing appointments Sunday mornings at
7:30 a.m.
“They wanted their hairdo
to be fresh for church,” she
said laughing, “and I would do
it for them.”
Wh en as k ed wh y s h e
thinks she’s still able to work
and is as healthy as she is she
doesn’t hesitate.
“I read a book a while ago
and it said ‘people don’t die,
they kill themselves,’ and I
believe that. Even though I
have always lived a pretty
healthy lifestyle, many years
ago after cancer surgery, I
made some changes to my
lifestyle. I stopped eating any
flesh, I take vitamins and
nutrients and occasionally I
get on the stationary bike.”
This strict vegetarian says
she goes to bed early, eats lots
of fruits and vegetables, has
never smoked or drank
alcohol, hangs her clothes out
to dry and never learned to
drive once she moved to St.
Petersburg.
McCloud said she hasn’t
been to a doctor for over three
years and she is on no medication. She monitors her blood
pressure even thought she
doesn’t suffer with high blood
pressure. She reads up on
health issues and modifies her
lifestyle when she thinks she
needs to.
She attends Elim Seventh
Day Adventists Church and
contends that her faith is one
of the main reasons she has
been able to withstand the
times of life.
“The lord is good and he
has been good to me,” she said
smiling proudly.

Batten & Shaw, Inc. Is Seeking Bids From Qualified Subcontractors
and Suppliers For The ADA Remediation Construction Project At:

Fawcett Memorial Hospital
21298 Olean Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL. 33952
Interested Parties Are Invited To Attend a Meet & Greet
Project Information Meeting At The Following Location.
Where: Fawcett Memorial Hospital, 21298 Olean Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL Phone: 941-629-1181
When: May 14, 2009, 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
SNACKS AND REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED!
Batten & Shaw, Inc., Fawcett Memorial Hospital, and HCA are committed to the development and
implementation of initiatives to involve minority, women, and small-owned business enterprise firms in
procurement opportunities for their ADA Remediation Construction Projects.
Project Descriptions:
Work consists of bring into compliance ADA items throughout various areas of the facil ities and includes
But Not Limited To Demolition, Framing,, Drywall, Paint & Wall Covering, Flooring, Ceramic Tile,
Signage, HVAC, Electrical, Plumbing and Sitework.

Contact Chris Webb at 615-292-2400, ext. 303 with any questions.
www.bsinet.us

By
Cherin L. Stover

Over $4.35 Million In Tax
Refunds Brought Into The
Community By Free Tax
Preparation Sites
Volunteers and staff at twelve locations
throughout Pinellas County prepared over
2,500 tax returns at no charge during the
recently completed tax filing season. The
free service is provided to the community
through the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) program, a partnership
between the Wealth Building Coalition of
Pinellas County (WBC) and the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS). According to the
latest IRS data, returns prepared at the
VITA sites brought a total refund amount of
over $4.35 million into the community.
Over $1.6 million Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) and over $713,000 Child Tax
Credit (CTC) were brought in through the
returns prepared.
Volunteers, sponsors and partners celebrated the achievement at a recent recognition event. A representative of Stakeholder
Partnerships Education and
Communication (SPEC) division of IRS
presented an award to the James B.
Sanderlin Center VITA Team for its outstanding work on behalf of the community.
Beginning Jan. 17 and continuing through
April 15, four staff members prepared 800
tax returns with almost $780,000 EITC and
over $1,747,000 total refund. The EITC
amount prepared by the Sanderlin Team
was the largest amount produced at any
single VITA site in the entire Tampa Bay
area.
The Enoch Davis Center VITA Team
also received an award for outstanding
community service. Long-time volunteers
were present as they received recognition
for their dedication and achievements:
preparing over 700 returns with almost
$280,000 EITC and over $966,000 total
refunds.
At Union Academy in Tarpon Springs,

volunteers prepared returns with almost
$150,000 EITC and almost $450,000 total
refunds. Lealman & Asian Center volunteers prepared returns with over $101,000
EITC and over $314,000 total refunds.
Childs Park YMCA had an outstanding first
year as a VITA site with volunteers
preparing over $76,000 EITC and over
$216,000 total refunds. Daystar Life
Center, another first year site, achieved its
goal of reaching people who may not have
known about the availability of free tax
preparation service. Daystar’s VITA team
prepared returns with over $93,000 total
refunds. First-year site Tampa Bay Beaches
Chamber of Commerce was able to reach
out to employees at businesses along the
beaches.
VITA tax preparers come from all
walks of life. Participating during the
recently completed season were community
members, retirees, interns and volunteers
from University of South Florida College
of Business, students from Stetson College
of Law, CPAs, attorneys.
Sponsors and partners congratulated all
those who participated in the VITA
program at all sites in Pinellas. Their
service on behalf of the community was
invaluable. In a time of economic difficulty,
VITA volunteers and staff prepared tax
returns for free and saved taxpayers over
$365,000 in fees.
The volunteer recognition event was
held at the Museum of Fine Arts in St.
Petersburg. It was an appropriate setting.
The people who were honored know the art
of living. They gave their time, their
knowledge and their joy to the community.
The Wealth Building Coalition is
supported by JWB Children’s Services
Council and The Weekly Challenger.

Goodwill Offers Affordable
Apartments For People With
Low Incomes, Disabilities
ST. PETERSBURG - Five
Goodwill apartment buildings
offer affordable living options
for people with low incomes,
including seniors and people
with disabilities. The HUD-subsidized apartment buildings,
owned and operated by
Goodwill Industries-Suncoast,
are architecturally barrier-free to
accommodate the needs of
people with physical disabilities.
G o o d w i l l ’s F r e e d o m
Villages, in Pinellas Park, Tampa
and Clearwater, offer both one
and two-bedroom apartments.
Goodwill’s Heritage Oaks, in
Palm Harbor and Ocala, offer
one-bedroom apartments for
people 62 and older with low
incomes. All five properties
feature well maintained
buildings with community
rooms and common areas. Onsite Goodwill service coordinators at each facility help residents
co n n e c t w i t h c o m m u n i t y
resources and services.

There are often waiting lists
for these apartments. Prospective
residents should call the property
they are interested in to check
availability or to be put on a
waiting list. People who are
hearing-impaired should call
(727) 579-1068.
The five Goodwill apartment
communities are:
• Freedom Village I, 7700
66th St. N., Pinellas Park, (727)
541-6620
• Freedom Village II, 5002
S. Bridge St., Tampa, (813) 8316988
• Freedom Village III, 1167
Turner St., Clearwater, (727)
443-6799
• Heritage Oaks of Palm
Harbor, 2351 Alderman Rd.,
Palm Harbor, (727) 787-0792
• Heritage Oaks of Ocala,
2820 S.W. 34th St., Ocala, (352)
854-1515
For general information
about Goodwill apartments,
please visit the Housing page at

www.goodwill-suncoast.org.
Goodwill IndustriesSuncoast was founded in St.
P e t e r s b u rg i n 1 9 5 4 a n d i s
currently the number one-ranked
Goodwill in the world for the
number of people placed in jobs
each year. Its mission is to help
people achieve their full
potential through the dignity and
power of work. The organization’s successful donated goods
retail operation helps support its
human services in 10 counties,
including employment services
for people with all types of
employment barriers, training
centers for people with disabilities, affordable apartment communities, and community corrections programs. Goodwill is
consistently ranked among the
nonprofits most deserving of
support based on the high percentage of revenue funneled to
its programs. For more informat i o n , v i s i t w w w. g o o d w i l l suncoast.org.
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Steve Marshall with his mother,
Ola Mae Jenkins

The Origin Of Mother’s Day Women That Should Never Be Forgotten
Around the entire world
more than 46 countries pay
homage to mothers with a
special day. However, all
countries do not celebrate on the
same day. Mothers are normally
honored with candy, flowers,
cards, gift, and dinner. Have you
ever considered how this day
became a legal holiday in the
United States? Julia Ward,
known for being the writer of the
Battle Hymn of the Republic,
first suggested mother’s day in
the United States. She suggested
that this day be focused on peace,
and organized Mother’s Day
meetings in Boston every year.
On Sunday May 11, 1877,
Mother’s Day was inadvertently
set in motion by Juliet Calhoun
Blakely. Blakely was a member
of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Her pastor had to leave
the pulpit very abruptly to deal
with his disruptive son. While
her pastor was attending to his
son Blakely mounted the pulpit
to carry out the remainder of the
service. She called all mothers
to assist her. This day also
happened to be Mrs. Blakey’s
birthday.
Blakely’s two sons were so
moved and engulfed by what
they witnessed that they vowed
to return to their home town

every year to mark their mother’s
birthday and to pay tribute to her.
The two brothers also urged their
business associates and any and
all people they met in their
travels to honor their mother’s on
the second Sunday of May. In
addition, they urged the
Methodist Episcopal Church in
Albion to designate the second
Sunday of May to honor all
mothers, especially their own.
While there were local celebrations honoring mothers in the
late 1800’s, the recognition of
Mother’s Day as a U. S. National
Holiday was primarily due to the
efforts of Anna Jarvis. Her
mother Anna M. Jarvis
was instrumental in creating
“Mother’s Friendship Day”
which was a part of the healing
process of the Civil War. To
honor her mother Jarvis wanted
to set aside a day to honor and
appreciate all mothers, living and
deceased.
Jarvis began a campaign
to establish a national Mother’s
Day in 1907. She persuaded her
mother’s church in Grafton,
West Virginia to celebrate
mother’s day on the second
anniversary of her mother’s
death which was the second
Sunday of May. By the next
year, mother’s day was also cele-

brated in her own city of
Philadelphia. Jarvis and her gargantuan group of supporters
began their campaign of writing
ministers, evangelists, business
men, and politicians in their
plight to establish a national
Mother’s Day.
The Campaign was
extremely successful. By 1911
Mother’s Day was observed in
every state of the Union. In 1914
President Woodrow Wilson
made Mother’s Day an official
national holiday to be held each
year on the second Sunday of
May.
As we embark on this
Mother’s Day weekend, let us
pause to remember and appreciate all of the wonderful things
that mothers have done for us
and not only our birth mothers,
but any woman, an aunt, sister,
wife, cousin, or god-mother who
has been an inspiration to us.
Mother’s are precious jewels and
should be treated as such. They
have made so many sacrifices for
their children and those they
mentor down through the years.
If you have a mother who’s still
alive, cherish her. Celebrate her
and make her always feel special
and loved. Do everything that
you can to make her happy and
proud.

On a personal note, my
Mom went to heaven unexpectedly suddenly less than two
years ago. Her death affected me
tremendously and caused me to
look at life and people much differently. Life is so different
without her being around. She
was my greatest inspiration, and
I will never forget all of the conversations, trips, and time we
spent together. Mother’s Day is
very sad for me now, but I
continue to reflect on all of the
positive things she imparted to
me. I encourage all who are still
blessed with mothers still living
to take time with them this
weekend. Love on them and
make them feel really special.
Remember that Mother’s Day
doesn’t have to be just on the
second Sunday of May every
year, but can be everyday if you
so choose. You don’t need the
second Sunday in May to show
love to your mother or that
woman who has been a vital
force in your life. I dedicate this
article in memory of my mother,
Ola Mae Jenkins, an angel that
brightened my life and whose
spirit will live on in me eternally.
Have a great weekend with your
mothers, and thank you again for
traveling OUT & ABOUT
w/STEVE.

CLASSIFIED

Friday, May 8 - Salsa En St. Pete, The Pier, 800 2nd
Ave. N.E., first floor. 9 p.m. to midnight. Come early at
8:30 p.m. for free Salsa lessons. Have fun dancing the
night away. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

Sunday, May 10 - Mother's Day at Sunken Gardens,
1825 4th St. N. Noon to 4:30 p.m. Mother's Day Special:
Mother's admission is free with paid child/adult
admission. Bring a picnic lunch and stroll through the
lush Gardens with your mother on Mother's Day. $8
adults, $6 seniors (55+), $4 children (2-11). 727-5513100 or www.sunkengardens.org
Monday, May 11 - St. Petersburg Public Library Annual
Children's Book Week Spaghetti Dinner, Johnson
Branch Library, 1059 18th Ave. S. 6 p.m. Celebrate
Children's Book Week and listen to Mayor read a special
story then go next door to the Enoch Davis Center and
enjoy a spaghetti dinner. 727- 893-7113.

WE WANT
TO HEAR
FROM
YOU!
Send Notices Or Information
About Future
Community Events To
editor@theweeklychallenger.com

Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SEEKING SALES REPRESENTATIVES
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is seeking
experienced representatives to sells classified and
display advertising space for newspaper. This freelance
agent prepares list of prospects, visits advertisers to point
out advantages of advertising in the publication.
For interview email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

WWW

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

The Pinellas County Housing Authority (PCHA)
and St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA)
are hosting an educational workshop for potential bidders
(vendors, contractors, etc.). The workshop will provide training
on the housing authorities’ procurement process, outline how to
prepare an acceptable responsive bid, and provide an
opportunity for vendors to get to know department staff.
DATE: May 13, 2009
TIME: 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
LOCATION: 11479 Ulmerton Road, Largo FL 33778

For more information,
please call 727-443-7684 ext. 3068

.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM DIABETES- HEART DISEASE OR CANCER?
GUM DISEASE COMPLICATES MANAGEMENT OF THESE DISEASES AND IT ALSO
CAUSES *INFECTION* TOOTH SHIFTING* BLEEDING AND SWOLLEN GUMS* DIGESTION
PROBLEMS*BAD BREATH* PROPER TREATMENT OF GUM DISEASE WILL NOT ONLY IMPROVE
YOUR BLOOD SUGAR LEVELS, APPEARANCE AND TASTE, BUT YOUR TOTAL BODY HEALTH.

$99 New Patient Special:
Includes Comprehensive Exam, Full mouth X-Rays,
Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer Screening,
Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

Or take $25.00 off any one of these services
*White Fillings*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Extractions*
*Root Canals*
*Crowns & Bridges*

*Sedation Dentistry*
*Implants*
*Dentures/Partials*
*Gum Treatment*
* Veneers*

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
One hour whitening $299.00 includes take home trays.

Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave., Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

727-321-7880
*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center

Career
Corner
BY KATRISA B. WINSTON

“Twenty-Six Years Of
Success” The Urban League
Does It Again!

ST. PETERSBURG - The Pinellas County
Urban League’s Career Connection Center
(CCC) continues to pursue opportunities to
connect qualified career seekers with existing
employment opportunities. The CCC strives to
build strong cooperatives with local, state and
federal employers to identify current career
opportunities. We take this opportunity to share
Cynthia Thomas’ twenty-six year success story.
Thomas’ story began with her marriage to
the now Retired Air Force Staff Sergeant,
George Thomas. Sgt. Thomas was stationed at
MacDill Air Force Base. During that time
Thomas secured employment at GTE of
Tampa. After completing five years of service
at GTE, Thomas’ husband received orders to
serve in England for three years. Of course his
wife relocated to England with him.
After they completed his tour of duty the
couple returned to Florida and settled in St.
Petersburg. Sgt. Thomas returned to MacDill
Air Force Base and Thomas was rehired by
GTE of Tampa. Even though she was pleased
to be employed she no longer wanted to work
the graveyard shift and the wear and tear from
the commute was taking its toll on her and her
vehicle. She began searching for employment
in St. Petersburg.
Thomas sought career assistance from a
number of local recruiting agencies including
some ‘fees for services’ agencies. Her efforts
proved unsuccessful. She decided to inquire
about the free job placement services offered
by the Urban League. After completing a career
assessment she was provided a formal referral
to St. Petersburg College for the position of
Switchboard Operator. She now admits she felt
very apprehensive about her chances of being
hired for the job.
Nevertheless, she followed the advice
provided by the CCC’s Employment Specialist,

Katrisa Winston, left,
stand with Cynthia Thomas

and received an interview at the college the
same day; however, there was one thing that
stood in the way of her securing that position.
The Hiring Manager told her he wanted to hire
her, but believed she would relocate again and
leave him looking for someone to replace her.
She quickly told the interviewer, “If you just
give me a chance I promise I will stay with the
college.” And stay with the college she did.
On April 17, 2008, almost 26 years to-thedate, Thomas stopped by the Urban League to
express her appreciation for the support and
respect that was shown her. She further stated,
“The Urban League has played a significant
role in me starting a new career which began
April 26, 1983.” As she reflected on those
times her gratitude to the Urban League for
‘empowering her’, the communities, and
therefore changing lives of many others was
very apparent.
For more information about the St.
Petersburg Urban League’s Career Connection
Center call (727)327-2081.

Frantom, Piccadilly Regional
Manager. “With the economy
going through a difficult time,
we want to help our valued
guests stretch their dollar, and
offering kids specials is our way
of saying ‘thank you’ for their
loyal support over the past 65
years.”
Now, everyday is Kids Day
at Piccadilly. Kids, ages seven
to twelve, can eat for 99 cents all
day every Thursday, and
Saturdays from 11 a.m. until 4
p.m., with the purchase of an
adult meal. Standard kids meals

are also available at Piccadilly’s
everyday low price of $3.99.
Piccadilly offers a wide
variety of well-balanced kids
meals, from shrimp specials and
fish, to chicken tenders and
roast beef. Each entrée is served
with two sides, a drink and
dessert.
Select locations include:
1900 34th St. N., St. Petersburg;
13702 Bruce B. Downs Blvd.,
Tampa; 11810 Dale Mabry,
Tampa.
Limit two kids meals per
adult meal purchase.

The Weekly Challenger

SPRING RATE
*Home Delivery & Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: $25 for 6 month or $50 yearly REDUCTION
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $40 for 6 month or $80 yearly
SPECIAL!

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________
Phone No:________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏

(or)

Renewal ❏

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice, Dr
Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation
to the community to join us as we communicate Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m.
worship service Sunday, Sunday School
at 9:00 a.m. and Bible Study and Teen
Summit Wednesday evening, at 7:00
p.m. We also encourage the community
to make use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry; with
focused
on
Love,
priorities
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and Growth.
We celebrate in worship, we care for

Date: _______________ Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

Check ❏

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
*HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY

one another, we cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living
out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel
Metropolitan for all ages and interests.
The Shepherds of Love Bereavement
Ministry Family Luncheon will be held
Saturday, May 9 at 11:00 am. The
families of members who had their
homegoing in 2008 are invited to share
in this expression of remembrance. The
speaker for the occasion is Reverend
Aaron Carey.
The Scholarship Ministry annual
banquet is Saturday, May 16, at 6:30
p.m. The Theme “Armed and Ready”
lend to the preparedness of the 2009
graduates. Tickets are available and can

be purchased from any Scholarship
Ministry member. The speaker for the
banquet is Minister Watson Haynes.
Join us for the Mission Ministry
Spring Tea Sunday, May 17, 2009 4:00
pm. Morer Bolds and her ministry have
planned an entertaining afternoon of
fashion and more!!
THE NIA PROJECT TUTORIAL
PROGRAM, Tuesday and Thursday,
3:30-6:30 p.m. for Middle and High
School students. Tutoring in Reading,
Math, Writing, FCAT, and SAT/ACT.
For information and applications
contact Bethel Metropolitan Church
office at 727-327-0554. GET THE
HELP YOUR CHILD NEED!!
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009
Proverbs 3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5 w

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
“NEW DIRECTOR OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICES”
Mt. Zion Human Services is proud
to announce our new Director of
Educational Services, Virginia B.
Irving. Irving was formerly Education
Coordinator at Pinellas County Head
Start, and Executive Director at
Happy Workers Children’s Center.
Her latest position was as Adjunct
Supervisor, College of Education, St.
Petersburg College. She has been the

Kids Eat Free At Piccadilly

PETERSBURG
ST.
Piccadilly Restaurants, LLC is
pleased to announce that kids
now eat free! In an effort to help
parents save money during these
hard economic times, Piccadilly
is now offering free kids meals.
With the purchase of an adult
meal, kids six years of age or
younger can now eat for free
Monday through Saturday, at
select Piccadilly locations
throughout Florida.
“ Piccadilly ha s bee n a
family institution since its
beginning in 1944,” said Frank

CHURCH NEWS

recipient of the Women Who Lead
Award, Top Ladies of Distinction;
Footprint Service Award, Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority; and the Chester
James Award for Ethics and Character,
YMCA.
APPRECIATION
PASTOR
MONTH
May is “Pastor Appreciation
Month” at Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC.
The Mt. Zion family is
extending an invitation to join us in
the celebration as we also honor our
Pastor’s, the Reverend Louis M.
Murphy’s, 10-year anniversary at Mt.

Zion Progressive MBC. We have
scheduled several dynamic pastors for
this month: May 10th, Pastor D.L.
Powell, New Shiloh Baptist Church,
Miami; May 17th
Rev. Myron Hardy, The Omni
Church, Dallas; May 24th, Pastor
Lawrence E. Aker, III, Cornerstone
Baptist Church, Brooklyn; May 31st,
Dr. Gary L. Williams, Sr., First Baptist
Church of Mandarin, Jacksonville.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”.
Our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior and the
New Hope Church family invite you
to study and worship with us
whenever our doors are open.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H. (Prayer +
Understanding = Spiritual Healing)
Prayer Service and Bible Study
held on Wednesday evenings. Prayer
begins at 6:30 and Bible Study begins
at 7:30. You are invited to study the
Word of God with us.
The Adult classes for the quarter

include:
Fireproof
Marriage,
Recession Proof, Discovering Your
Design for Service.
Youth Bible Study: “What’s Up
With The Word” For further information, please call 727-896-5228.
UPCOMING EVENTS: Happy
Mother’s Day May 10; Church 96th
Anniversary May 13–17, Theme:
“The Good Life”; May 13 - St. John P.
B. Church Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Pastor Clearwater; May 14 - Mt. Tabor
M. B. Church, Rev. T. D. Leonard,
Pastor, Tampa; May 15 - Family Night

Featuring: A Christian Comedian;
May 16 - Bowling at Sunrise Lanes,
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.; Sunday, May 17 7:45 a.m. Minister Watson Haynes,
10:30 a.m. Rev. Mazie Rojas, 4:00
p.m. Bethlehem Baptist Church, Rev.
Patrick A. Miller, Pastor.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 15–19, “Extreme Makeover”
(Mark your calendars for the anticipated awesome experience)
“If you want others to know what
Christ will do for them,tell them what
He has done for you.”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and Trustees,
and the entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Upcoming Events for May
May 9 - Women’s Bible Study @
4:00 p.m.
M a y 1 0 - M o t h e r ’s D a y
Celebration beginning at 8:00 a.m.
with breakfast prepared for the women
by men of the church. Men in charge of

all services for the day.
May 18 - Male Chorus Union
May 24 - Annual Spring Variety
Concert at 4:00 p.m.
May 25 - Memorial Day HolidayOffices Closed
May 27-30 - Congress No. 2
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meetings
are held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study

is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all school age
children ever Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Homework help and reading tutors
available.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6-7:30 p.m. all
Ages: Reading Specialist; Free
computer class for children and youth.
In addition, there is tutorial assistance
for Math Algebra and Geometry and
Senior Focus for all High School
Seniors FCAT, ACT/SAT; assistance
with college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students on Monday 6-8 p.m., Tuesday
and Thursday 5-6 p.m. and Wednesday
5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Weed And Seed Family Fun
Day Festival Well Attended
BY BLANCHE GANEY
EDITOR

S T. P E T E R S B U R G –
Children led parents by the hand
to the 13th annual family fun day
at the James B. Sanderlin Center.
Excited children of all ages raced
around the yard of the Sanderlin
Center moving from one bouncy
attraction to another while
parents visited the many vendor
tables of social service agencies.
This fun filled day under the
watchful eye of Janis Ford, Weed
and Seed Coordinator, was well
attended and all events were free.
The Weed and Seed Program
a U.S. Department of Justice
community-based initiative, is an
innovative and comprehensive
multi-agency approach to law
enforcement, crime prevention,
and community revitalization.
“This festival is so important

for our community because it
educates and informs our people,”
said Martin Rainey, co-chair of the
Weed and Seed program one of
the co-sponsors of the event.
“People don’t always take
advantage of the services available
so once a year we put on this event
and bring the agencies to the
people and helped them learn
what is available to them and to
take advantage of the services.”
The vendors represented
agencies that provide services that
are vital to any community but
especially to the residents of the
African-American community
who often are grossly
under represented and illinformed according to Rainey.
The vendors such as the
Health Department, Police
Department and many other social
service agencies and organizations
were available with handouts and

information for all.
The other primary
c o - sponsors were the
Sanderlin Center, City of St.
Petersburg, United States
Attorney’s Office for the Middle
District of Florida, and the St.
Petersburg Police Department.
Entertainment was also part
of the day. As the day progressed
and the sun was stationed at high
noon the entertainment began and
no one seemed to mind the heat as
young people recited poetry,
danced and stepped. The Florida
Spiritualairs and the Mighty Sons
of Zion entertained the crowd with
rousing, inspiring songs of praise.
This free fun packed day has
year after year proven to be a
popular event that attracts the
mayor, church officials and many
other concerned citizens.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

James Earl Jones

James Earl Jones, born in
Arkabutla, Miss., January 17,
1931, is an American actor of
stage and screen, well known for
his deep basso voice. He was the
son of Ruth née Connolly, a
teacher and maid, and Robert
Earl Jones ,1910-2006, an actor,
boxer, butler, and chauffeur who
left the family before James
Earl’s birth. Jones and his father
reconciled many years later in
the 1980s and 1990s. Jones was
raised by his maternal grandpare n t s , f ar mer s M aggie a nd
John Henry Connolly, and is of
Afri can- Am er ican , Irish,
Choctaw and Cherokee descent.
He moved to his maternal
grandparents’ farm in Jackson,
Michigan at the age of 5, but the
adoption was traumatic and he
developed a stutter so severe he
refused to speak aloud. When he
moved to Brethren, Michigan in
later years a teacher at the
Brethren schools started to help
him with his stutter. He remained
functionally mute for 8 years
until he reached high school. He
credits his high school teacher,
Donald Crouch, who discovered
he had a gift for writing poetry,
with helping him out of his
silence. The teacher believed
forced public speaking would
help him gain confidence and
insisted he recite a poem in class
each day.
After being educated at the
Browning School for boys in his
hi g h s chool years, Jones
attended the University of
Michigan where he majored in
pre-med. He joined the Reserve
Officer Training Corps, and
excelled. He felt comfortable
within the structure of the
m i l i t ar y envir onme nt, a nd
enjoyed the camaraderie of his
fellow cadets in the Pershing
Rifles Drill Team and Scabbard
and Blade Honor Society.
During the course of his studies,

Jones discovered he was not cut
out to be a doctor. Instead he
refocused himself on drama,
with the thought of doing
something he enjoyed, before, he
assumed, he would have to go
off to fight in the Korean War.
After four years of college, Jones
left without his degree. With the
war intensifying in Korea, Jones
supposed he would be shipped
off to the war as soon as he
received his officer’s commission.
Instead, he went home. As he
waited for his orders to active
duty, he found a part-time stage
cre w job at t h e M an i s t ee
Summer Theater, where he had
performed before. By the end of
summer 1953, Jones received his
second lieutenant’s commission,
his official orders, and was off to
Fort Benning to attend Basic
Infantry Officers School. While
there, Jone s wen t t h ro u g h
Ranger School, graduated, and
received his Ranger Tab. Jones
eventually earned the rank of
First Lieutenant.
Jones had his acting career
beginnings at the Ramsdell
Theatre in Manistee, Michigan.
His first film role was as a young
and trim Lt. Lothar Zogg, the
B-52 bomba rd i er, i n “Dr.
Strangelove.” His first big role
came with his portrayal of boxer
Jack Jefferson in the film version
of the Broadway play, “The
Great White Hope” which was
based on the life of boxer Jack
Johnson. For his role, Jones was
nominated Best Actor by the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, he is the
second African-American male
performer (following Sidney
Poitier) to receive a nomination.
In 1969, Jones participated
in making test films for a
proposed children’s television
series called Sesame Street;
these shorts, combined with
animated segments, were shown
to groups of children to gauge
the effectiveness of the thengroundbreaking Sesame Street
format. Segments featuring
Jones were eventually aired as
part of the Sesame Street series
itself when it debuted later in
1969 and Jones is often cited as
the first celebrity guest on that

series, although a segment with
Carol Burnett was the first to
actually be broadcast.
He has appeared in many
roles since, but is best known as
the sinister voice of Darth Vader
in the original “Star Wars”
tri l o g y. Dart h Vad er was
portrayed in costume by David
Prowse in the original trilogy
and Hayden Christensen in
Revenge of the Sith, with Jones
dubbing Vader’s dialogue in
postproduction. At his own
request, he was originally
uncredited for the first two
released films:
“When Linda Blair did the
girl in “The Exorcist,” they hired
Mercedes McCambridge to do
the voice of the devil coming out
of her. And there was controversy as to whether Mercedes
should get credit. I was one who
thought no, she was just special
effects. So when it came to Darth
Vader, I said, no I’m just special
effects. But for the third one, I
said OK, I’ll let them put my
name on it.”
Over the years, James Earl
Jones reprised his role as the
voice of Vader several times: He
is credited in the movie “Robots”
with the voice of Darth Vader
from a voice module. Playing the
king of Zamunda in the comedy
“Coming to America,” he echoed
four Darth-Vader phrases. He
also vocally appeared as Vader in
the comedy film “The
Benchwarmers” and the video
game Monopoly Star Wars.
His other voice roles include
Mufasa in the 1994 film Disney
animated blockbuster “The Lion
King,” and its sequel “The Lion
Ki n g II: S i m b a’s P ri d e. ”
Archived audio from the former
has been used in the Square Enix
and Disney crossover game
“Kingdom Hearts II.” He also
voiced the Emperor of the Night
in “Pinocchio.” He also has done
the CNN tagline, “This is CNN”;
the opening for NBC’s coverage
of the 2000 and 2004 Summer
Olympics; “the Big PI in the
Sky” God in the computer game
“Under a Killing Moon;” a
Claymation film about The
Creation; and several guest spots
on “The Simpsons.”

U.S. Congress Honors Willis
Conover: Music Of Freedom
In the February 26 issue of
The Weekly Challenger, I
shared with you a story of an
evening during my first week
as a freshman at Howard
University. Myself and several
other freshmen were listening
to the popular Voice of
America Music U.S.A. radio
program. You may recall that I
said, on the weekends most of
us jazz enthusiasts made it a
point to listen to the jazz
program emceed by popular
disc jockey and jazz icon
Willis Conover. Sadly, in
1996, Willis Conover passed
away after a long bout with
cancer. It was a very sad
occasion for jazz fans, since
Conover’s voice had been one
of the most distinctive and
most popular in the jazz world.
I can still remember listening
to LP jazz records that
included Conover introducing
musicians at New York’s
fa m e d B o p C i t y. H i s j a z z
program was considered to be
one of the most influential in
the world.
Adding credence to the
accolades bestowed upon
Conover, just a little over a
week ago, the U.S. Congress
proclaimed April 25 Willis
Conover Day. It was recognized that at a time when
European politics were quite
shaky, Conover’s broadcasting
reached far overseas. Conover
did more to spread the sound
of jazz than any other person
in music history. In 1955, it
was Conover who broadcasted
jazz music to many of the
Eastern European countries
where jazz was looked upon as
subversive and revolutionary.
Nevertheless, Conover’s radio
shows were tremendously
popular and was estimated that
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more than 100 million people
listened to his broadcasts.
Many Europeans subsequently
became jazz musicians and
learned how to play by first
l i s t e n i n g t o C o n o v e r ’s
program. One need only to
visit Europe today to see just
how extraordinarily popular
jazz is there. In fact, because
of the interest shown in jazz
overseas, many of our most
popular American jazz
musicians relocated there. In
other words, Conover helped
make “jazz” music an international language.
Conover’s popular program
was headquartered in
Washington. He knew many
jazz musicians there and in
New York City. These were
friendships which he used to
overcome some obvious jazz
clubs prejudices. During the
early 1950s, there were many
jazz clubs where black
musicians performed, but did
not allow black guests to
attend. Conover brought about
a positive change, whereas he
began to promote jazz shows
where people of all races were
welcomed.
During Conover’s jazz
programs, he demonstrated his
vast knowledge of jazz. He
was considered to be a superb
interviewer, and interviewed
many jazz greats such as Billie
Holiday, Duke Ellington,
Louis Armstrong, and many
others. His programs featured
the best jazz music. Conover
also did a lot to keep jazz alive
in the United States. He was
the announcer for many
famous jazz festivals and
concerts in America. At the
John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts in
Wa s h i n g t o n , C o n o v e r

presented more than 30
concerts. In 1969, Conover
was the producer of the White
House concert held to
celebrate the 70th birthday of
jazz great Duke Ellington.
It should be noted that
C o n o v e r ’s j a z z p r o g r a m s
included different types of
jazz. He was known to play
not only songs that he liked,
but also songs that he didn’t
li k e . I t w a s a l s o k n o w n
however, that he would play
more of the musicians that he
preferred, such as Duke
Ellington.
We’ll end this article with
one of Conover’s thoughtful
qu o t e s a b o u t j a z z m u s i c :
“Jazz is a living music and
anything that is alive grows
and changes, just as we grow
and change. So it changes all
the time. But it’s based on our
memories and our cultural
heritage and how we feel
about it. And that changes. So
it has its roots in the music of a
half-century ago and music
that came along since then. It
depends on what the musician
has heard and what the
musician wants to do with it
once he or she has heard it. It
changes because it’s living
music.”
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have
any feedback? I would like to
hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
JazzJamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL
33705.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
LeBron James Easily Takes NBA MVP

LeBron James

BY TOM WITHERS

AKRON, Ohio (AP) _
Unstoppable at both ends of the
floor this season, LeBron James
claimed the league MVP,
Monday, receiving the award in
the high school gym where he first
made his name.
The Cleveland Cavaliers star
won what some expected to be a
close vote in a slam dunk. He
received 109 of a possible 121
first-place votes to easily outdistance Kobe Bryant of the Los
Angeles Lakers. James totaled
1,172 points in balloting by media
members in the U.S. and Canada.
Bryant, last year’s winner, got
two first-place votes and finished
with 698 points. Miami guard
Dwyane Wade was third with 680
points and was named first on
seven ballots. Orlando center
Dwight Howard, 328, was fourth
followed by New Orleans guard
Chris Paul, 192.
James is the first Cavaliers
player to win the award. He
averaged 28.4 points, 7.6

rebounds and 7.2 assists this
season, his sixth as a pro. He also
finished second in voting for
defensive player of the year,
making him perhaps the league’s
most dominant two-way player
since Michael Jordan.
“You look at the guys who
have won this award — Michael
Jordan, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Dr.
J, Oscar Robertson. All these guys
laid down the path for guys like
myself and Kobe Bryant, Chris
Paul, Dwight Howard and
Dwyane Wade to name a few,’’
James said in accepting the award
at St. Vincent-St. Mary High
School.
James credited his teammates,
who were present with coach
Mike Brown to see him accept the
award, for raising their games in
the Cavaliers’ best season ever.
“Individual accolades come
when team success happens,’’
James said. “You look at those 14
guys over there, I got the award
because of them. They put in the
work.’’
At 24 years, 106 days on the
final day of the regular season,
James is the youngest player to
win the award since Moses
Malone, 24 years, 16 days, in
19:8-79. Wes Unseld was 23
when he won it in 1968-69.
“I’m 24 years old. To be up
here and win this MVP award, I
never thought it would happen
this fast. I always dreamed about
celebrating championships with
teammmates,’’ James said.
“It takes a lot of sweat,’’ said
Cleveland general manager
Danny Ferry. “I’m sure he did a
lot of sweating right here. I’ve
been fortunate enough to watch
him sweat the past four years
when no one else was around. I

just want to acknowledge that and
give it a round of applause.’’
James vied all season for
MVP honors with Bryant and
Wade. The three played on the
U.S. gold medalist Olympic team
last summer and seemed to
upstage each other nightly.
“He deserved it,’’ Wade said.
“I said all year, I thought LeBron
was the MVP of this league. He’s
a guy who every year is going to
be in that conversation. He
showed it all year, especially with
his team’s success.’’
Focused right from the start,
the 6-foot-8, 250-pound James
sharpened his already formidable
skills this season.
He started a career-high 81
games and set personal bests in
field-goal, 49, and free-throw, 79,
percentages as well as blocks, 93.
James became the second player
to post five straight seasons of at
least 27 points, six rebounds and
six assists. The other is Oscar
Robertson, whose extraordinarily
versatile game is the one to which
James’ is most often compared.
James nearly averaged a
triple-double - 32 points, 11.3
rebounds and 7.5 assists - as the
top-seeded Cavaliers breezed
through the first round of the
playoffs, sweeping the Detroit
Pistons in four games. Cleveland
will host the Atlanta Hawks in
Game 1 Tuesday.
It’s no surprise James would
select his high school for the
ceremony. It’s where he won three
state basketball championships
and where he burst onto the
national scene, becoming a Sports
Illustrated cover subject at just 17
years old. He announced plans to
skip college in the Fighting Irish’s
quaint gym and recently filmed a

“60 Minutes’’ interview there,
where his retired No. 23 jersey
hangs on a wall.
A few days after the Cavaliers
were eliminated in last year’s
Eastern Conference semifinals,
losing a Game 7 in Boston, James
got back in the gym.
Despite scoring 45 points in
the finale, James didn’t feel he had
done enough to get his team past
the Celtics. So he went to work.
He spent endless hours at
the Cavaliers’ training facility
working on his jump shot, which
has never looked better or been
more accurate. He practiced
finishing at the rim with his left
hand, making him nearly impossible to stop inside.
James also began lifting
weights like never before, adding
muscle to his considerable frame.
Then, once he began working out
with the Olympic team, James set
out to refine his defensive game
and became an elite stopper, often
guarding the other team’s best
player - regardless of position.
In a league of remarkable
athletes, James, with his package
of power and speed, may well
stand alone.
“His leaping ability with his
strength and explosion, he’s by
himself,’’ said Cavaliers assistant
coach Chris Jent, who spent most
of last summer working with
James. “We don’t have anyone in
the league like him. Baseline to
baseline he has to be the fastest or
one of the fastest guys ever, and he
can do it with the ball.
“And then once he gets there,
his jumping is up there - maybe by
himself. That combination along
with his mental attitude and
ag g r e s s i v e n e s s m a k e h i m
unguardable.’’

Former Alabama Star Prothro
Eyes Coaching Career

Tyrone Prothro

BY MARK LONG

JACKSONVILLE (AP) Former Alabama receiver Tyrone
Prothro lined up alongside NFL
veterans Torry Holt and Dennis
Northcutt last weekend and
couldn’t avoid the thought:
“That’s supposed to be me.’’
Prothro, whose promising
career ended when he broke both
bones in his lower left leg trying
to catch a fourth-quarter pass
against Florida in Oct. 2005, ran
routes, caught passes and even
played a little defense during
J a c k s o n v i l l e ’s t h r e e - d a y
minicamp.
It wasn’t the NFL debut
Prothro dreamed he would have,
but given all he’s been through
since the injury, he wasn’t about
to complain.
“Anytime you haven’t been
on the field in a while and you get
a chance to get back out and do
what you love to do, or at least
participate in what you love to do,
it makes you feel good,’’ said

Prothro, who was invited to
minicamp to learn the coaching
ropes. “It’s exciting and I enjoyed
it a lot.’’
Prothro’s weekend was a
busy one, too.
He attended five practices
and even more meetings in a little
more than a 48-hour span, taking
mental notes, asking questions
and trying to absorb all he could
about coaching.
“Even before I got hurt, I’ve
always had it in my mind that
once the NFL was over, if I made
it to the NFL, I wanted to get into
coaching,’’ Prothro said. ``It’s
always been a dream of mine that
I wanted to coach. I love this
game and love teaching, so it’s a
perfect fit.’’
It’s also the only way for him
to get back into football.
Prothro was one of the best
receivers in the Southeastern
Conference in 2005, a speedy,
shifty, big-play threat that also ran
the ball, returned kicks and even
lined up at quarterback. He was
on pace for a career year and was
having the game of his life against
the Gators.
He burned Florida’s secondary
for an 87-yard touchdown catch
on Alabama’s first play, then
added a 15-yard TD reception in
the third quarter. He had five
catches for 134 yards and was
looking for more in the fourth
quarte r whe n h e l an d ed

awkwardly in the end zone.
Slow-motion replays showed
a break maybe even more
gruesome than when NFL star
Lawrence Taylor landed on quarterback Joe Theisman’s leg.
Prothro was rushed to a
Tu s cal o o s a h o s p i t al an d
underwent the first of what would
be many operations. A rod was
inserted into his tibia to stabilize
the compound fracture. He spent
26 days in the hospital, battling
pain, infection and inflammation.
“It’s been an unfortunate
path, but he has never complained,’’ former Alabama coach
and current Jaguars quarterbacks
coach Mike Shula said. “He has
never said one word, never said,
‘Why me?’ He’s always looking
forward.’’
Prothro’s recovery remains a
work in progress.
He’s had more operations
than he cares to count and still
walks and runs with a slight limp.
His left leg was clearly swollen
during drills in Jacksonville and
he wore a protective sheath that
covered his scars. He said he’s not
sure if he’ll have more surgery.
“Right now, I’m done,’’ he
said. “I may think about having
another one. Then again, I may
just live my life and move
forward. I have a little pain, but
it’s nothing serious.’’
His desire to coach is serious,
though.

Prothro graduated from
Alabama last August with a
degree in Human Environmental
Science. Since the graduate
assistant jobs for Alabama’s
football program were filled, he
started looking elsewhere. He
called Shula, his former coach
and one of his closest friends.
“We’ve made some calls to
some other coaches in regards to
him being a G.A.,’’ Shula said.
“It’s tough. There’s a long list of
people wanting to do that. But I
think he’s got a lot to offer as a
potential coach. He knows he’s
got to go in with an unbelievable
amount of energy and work a lot
of long hours and work your way
up.’’
Shula asked Jaguars coach
Jack Del Rio if Prothro could
spend minicamp with the team,
giving him some coaching experience to put on his resume. Del
Rio obliged, and Prothro went
right to work.
With NFL receivers all
around him, Prothro couldn’t help
but wonder where he might be
had he not broken his leg. He
likes to think he’d be in the
league, but knows he’d still be
planning a coaching career.
“I’m more concerned with
the now, moving on and doing
what my desire is,’’ he said. “I’m
just trying to go somewhere I can
get my foot in the door and get
started with this coaching thing.’’

Have any questions or comments
about TWC Sports? Please Email us at

sports@theweeklychallenger.com

Straight From The Hip
Phillip Haywood, Jr.
Challenger Sportswriter
Offers His Two Cents On The World Of Sports

Athletes And
Giving
ST. PETERSBURG - Most
professional athletes make a lot
of money, but are they obligated
to give back? That’s a tricky
question, and it also depends on
whom you are asking. How
many of this city’s AfricanAmerican athletes hold free
instructional camps and invite
their peers to help out. It’s not
always about the money it is
about giving back to the
community who helped you
succeed! What kids want to
know is how did they make it
and what did it take? How did
they keep a good academic
standing for four years in
college? How did they avoid
the pitfalls of life? These are
some of the things that need to
be discussed.
Sometimes I think what
happens to these young athletes
when they begin to make money
is that they forget that there was
someone coaching them through
life. You can bet they remember
their first little league ugly
uniforms that still have not been
replaced. They seem to have
forgotten the volunteer coaches
that spent countless hours
teaching them the fundamentals
of the game.
This city has a plethora of
NFL players that are currently
active in the league. This is the
thing the culture is different in
St.Petersburg. It seems none of
these athletes have been taught
how to give back in a monetary
sense or through personal
appearances in the area. There
are athletes that are active in
their perspective cities such as
Darren Howard of the
Philadelphia Eagles, who does
some things. Boxer Winky
Wright has the newly created
Winky Wright Foundation,
which has been very active. I
participated in an event
sponsored by Wright during
Super Bowl weekend. It seems
that the “each one teach one”

mentality does not exist in this
town. Youth league football is
very big in St.Pete and pretty
much all of the guys that are
from St. Pete in the NFL came
through one of these local organizations. Why is it so hard to get
these guys to make some kind of
contributions? On the other hand
a former quarterback of the Bucs
was quite active in doing some
positive things for kids in the
area. There have been other profootball players from this city
such as Glen Edwards and
Melvin Rogers. just to name a
few. To change the culture
someone has to teach the new
breeds that will be coming on
the scene in the coming years.
Lakewood High School has
four former students that are
currently on NFL rosters.
There have been 11 players that
have been drafted from that
Lakewood. It also produced
consensus Kodak AllAmerican Rick Anderson, a
punter and place-kicker, who
graduated from Vanderbilt
University. Anderson has also
volunteered with the Gibbs
Junior Gladiators as a kicking
coach in 2005. Louis Murphy
who was drafted by the LA
Raiders has done a free instructional clinic at the YMCA. So
there have been some athletes
who have done some things,
however there is more that could
be done. In other cities most
athletes have foundations that
cater to the needs of the kids in
so many ways. The kids need
some positive influences in their
lives. Personally, athletes can
be great roles models, however
the general public must keep in
mind that they are human and
they are not beyond reproach
from situations in life. Athletes
remember to give and it is not
always about the money, but
little league organizations will
gladly accept financial contributions.

Steelers Release
Veteran LB Foote
The Pittsburgh Steelers
released Larry Foote on
Monday, less than one week
after the seven-year veteran
linebacker said he didn't
expect to be with the team
much longer.
Foote started in every
Steelers game for the past five
seasons, including their Super
Bowl XL and XLIII victories.
But he was unhappy about
coming off the field on passing
downs for Lawrence Timmons,
a 2007 first-round draft pick
who's expected to replace
Foote as the starter next
season.
Foote told the Steelers last
week that he wanted to be
traded or released. The Steelers
cut him after failing to find a
team willing to deal a draft
pick for him.
“Larry has been a big part
of our success, but unfortunately, the realities of the
salary cap made this decision

inevitable,” Kevin Colbert, the
Steelers' director of football
operations, said in a statement
released by the team. "We wish
Larry and his family nothing
but the best as he moves
forward with his career."
Foote said last Tuesday
that Colbert told him the
Steelers were trying to trade
him but would release the linebacker if that didn't work out.
However, Colbert called
reports that Foote would be
traded or released “erroneous.”
The Steelers held their first
post-draft
minicamp
last
weekend, but Foote didn't
attend, and his teammates
talked about him as if he
wouldn't return.
Foote told the Detroit Free
Press last week that he would
like to play for his hometown
Lions. Foote played college
football at Michigan and
maintains a home in the state.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2009

STATE NEWS
FAMU

continued from front page
strive to build a world where our
common humanity matters more
than petty differences.
“The world is full of people
that can talk about a problem, but
we have a shortage of people that
can do something about it,” he
said. “Your generation must be
the doers. You are the ‘how’ generation. How are you going to
make a difference?”
Following his keynote
address, Ammons awarded
Clinton and Elder Ernest Ferrell,
president of the National
Primitive Baptist Convention, an
honorary doctorate. Following
the presentations, Clinton
explained to the audience why he
was “worthy” of such an honor.
“Dr. Ammons wanted to
make sure that I had the cultural
experience necessary to receive
this honorary doctorate from
FAMU,” he said. Raising his
ha n d and ges tur in g to the
thousands in the audience,
Clinton said, “Rattlers will always
strike, strike and strike again!”
During the second session of
commencement – with the
Co l l e ge of Phar mac y a nd
Pharmaceutical Sciences,
FA M U- FSU Colle ge of

AWARD

continued from front page

association for blacks, wanted
NEA to keep the legacy of recognizing individuals, including
minorities, women, and now gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
(GLBT), for their human and civil
rights contributions. Therefore, to
recognize Dr. Smith as the first
African-American recipient, I feel
this award speaks directly to the
vision of ATA in recognizing the
social justice heroes.”
The NEA’s Applegate-Dorros
P e a c e and I nter nationa l
Understanding Award is presented
to an NEA member whose activities in education contribute to
international understanding and
motivate youth to work for world
peace. “This is indeed a significant
award that I have received,” said
Smith.
While Smith was president of
FAMU, the University grew from
seven to 11 schools and colleges
and a Division of Graduate Studies
and Continuing Education. In
1984, the University was granted
the authority to offer its first
Doctor of Philosophy degree, the
Ph.D. in pharmacology. The 80’s
also saw the expansion of the
Gaither Athletic Center, which
included the construction of a new
Women’s Athletic Complex
equipped with a track, an Olympic
pool, men’s and women’s weight
training rooms, and softball and
baseball fields. Bragg Memorial
Stadium was renovated and
expanded to provide seating for
25,000 spectators, and a modern
field house was erected. New
facilities were constructed to house
the Schools of Allied Health
Sciences, Architecture, Business
and Industry and Nursing.
Construction and renovation
projects amounted to more than
$34 million. As the University
prepared to observe 100 years of
its existence, the Smith administration launched the Centennial
Celebration Fund to establish a
University Endowment.
When Smith left the presidency of FAMU, in 1985, he was
named a Senior Fulbright Scholar
to the University of Malawi, in
Central Africa. As he lectured and
built graduate programs in educational management at Chancellor
College, he also coached the male
basketball team. His son, Andre,
was the starting point guard on that

Engineering, School of Allied
Health Sciences, and School of
Nursing – U.S. Congressman
Kendrick Meek said students
must be ready to lead, not only in
the state of Florida but across the
U.S.
“All of you have been chosen
to lead,” he said. “When opportunity meets preparation, you have
to be ready and you have to be
willing to take that on.”
Meek explained to students
that they must make the best out
of a great opportunity that many
before them did not have. He
mentioned that the Class of 2009
is a product of FAMU’s “renaissance,” and they should be proud
to have seen, first-hand, the institution revitalized. According to
Meek, everyone has a story to tell.
For the FAMU graduates, they
shared similar stories about
preparing for opportunity.
“You have been given this
incredible chance,” he said.
“Remember to walk with your
family, not away. You’ll need
them to become the leader that
you know you are. When you
leave here, you will not be the
follower, but the leader.”
Soledad O’Brien picked up
where Meek left off during the
third session of commencement.
According to O’Brien, being

a leader is significant when
pursuing your dreams and
achieving autonomy. She told the
audience to set out and achieve
what they know they can and be
aware of the world they live in.
“Some people would say that
because there is a new, black
president in office that America is
post-racial,” she said. “But I’m
not sure what that means. We
must remember that while strides
have been made, just like 50 years
ago, there are people that want to
block your dreams.”
“One of my favorite quotes is
from Dante’s Inferno, ‘The
hottest places in hell are reserved
for those who in times of great
moral crises maintain their neutrality,’” she said. “There’s no
time to sit around and think
anymore. It’s your time to act on
your dreams and build your
reality.”
During the final session of
commencement, Art Collins,
president and CEO for Public
Private Partnership, Inc., was
awarded an honorary doctorate by
Ammons.
Ammons also awarded each
speaker with the President’s
Award for delivering the keynote
address during the commencement exercises.

team. They won the Malawi
National Championship in 1986.
“I applaud Dr. Smith for being
recognized by the NEA for his
international endeavors,” said
FAMU President James H.
Ammons. “This prestigious award
is a symbol of Dr. Smith’s commitment to youth, FAMU and to the
people of this state and nation. He
is a maverick whose pioneering
spirit broadened the grasp and
reach of this great university.”
Smith’s c h i l d ren al s o
applauded their father’s accomplishments.
“I’m speechless,” said Andre
Smith, son of Smith and a 1999
graduate of FAMU. “This is
absolutely wonderful. He always
taught people to never give up.”
Walter Smith, II, echoes his
brother’s comments.
“This is outstanding,” said
Smith, II, a 2006 FAMU graduate
of the College of Engineering.
“We feel that our father is very
deserving of this award. He has
always worked hard for civil rights
and education.”
Smith’s daughter, who is a
pharmacist, a 1991 graduate of
FAMU, and an attorney, agreed
with her brothers.
“Dad has given much of his
life to the education of his children
and to others around the world,”
said Salesia Smith-Gordon. “It’s
wonderful for him to be honored
for that which he had done for
many. I honor him for the educational foundation he instilled in
me. He has left his mark of excellence on the world!”
Smith has lived, traveled,
studied and/or lectured throughout
Africa, Asia, Europe and the
Caribbean basin. He was an
African-American Institute
Scholar and in 1971 studied at the
University of Cape Coast in Cape
Coast, Ghana, and the University
of Lagos in Lagos, Nigeria, where
he received a certificate in African
Culture and History.
In 1994, Smith served as a
“Monitor” for the 1994 election
that brought Nelson Mandela to
the presidency of the Republic of
South Africa (RSA). In 1995, he
returned to South Africa and
founded the FUNDA Community
College. It was the first American
style community college built in
the RSA and its founding was
based on a feasibility study
completed by Smith in 1992 when
he first lived in the Republic of

South Africa. During this time,
Smith served as USA’s team leader
in higher education.
In 1998, Smith was honored
by the House of Commons in
Great Britain along with the
Minister of Education of the
Republic of South Africa.
Notable among Smith’s
numerous awards are the
President’s Award by the National
Conference of Black Mayors;
IBM Corporation’s Red-X Award;
100 Black Men of Tallahassee’s
2008 Education Award; Urban
League’s Scholarly Distinction
Award; and Alumni of Distinction
Award s b y t h e Nat i o n al
Association for Equal Opportunity
in Higher Education, to name a
few. Additionally, Smith has been
i n d u ct ed i n t o t h e F l o ri d a
Association of Community
Colleges Hall of Fame, the FAMU
Education Gallery of Distinction
and the FAMU Sports Hall of
Fame. He was also honored by
Florida Memorial College with an
honorary doctorate degree.
Smith earned his associate in
arts degree from Gibbs Junior
College, his bachelor’s of arts
degree in biology and chemistry
and a master’s degree in school
administration from FAMU. In
1974, he earned a Ph.D. from
Florida State University.
Smith retired in 2000 and now
resides in Tampa. Since his retirement, he has established the Walter
L. Smith Library in Tampa and the
Commemorative Reclamation of
Florida’s Black Junior Colleges.
Smith will receive the award
July 2, , in San Diego. at the 2009
Human and Civil Rights Awards
Dinner.
Irvamae Applegate was
NEA president from 1966 to
1967 and was an executive
committee m e m b e r o f
t h e W o r l d Confederation
o f Org an i zat i o n s o f t h e
Teaching Profession (now
E d u cat i o n In t ern at i o n al ).
Sidney Dorros was a consultant
t o t h e NE A B i cen t en n i al
Committee who worked tirelessly to promote international
understanding and to involve
young people in world peace
efforts.
Smith and his wife,
Barbara, are the parents of five
children, four of whom are
FAMU graduates: John, Salesia
V. S m i t h -Go rd o n , An d re,
Walter II, and Tracie.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Have You Seen Her? Another
Black Woman Victim Of ‘Missing
White Women Syndrome’
BY JAN RANSOM
NNPA SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - A
composed Thelma Butler, 76,
prepared dinner for her family and
greeted people with a tender smile
as they entered her intimate
home in Southwest Washington
recently.
But then she broke-down as
she recalled the events leading up
to the disappearance of her
daughter Pamela Butler. Her
daughter, 47, a program analyst
for the Environmental Protection
Agency, is a brown-skinned
African-American female, who
was last seen Feb. 12, in the 5800
block of 4th St. in Northwest.
That was also the last time
Thelma spoke to her daughter.
She said her daughter and her now
ex-boyfriend was making plans to
take her out for Valentine’s Day.
Butler told her mother that she
would pick her up at 3 p.m.
Five days passed and no one
heard from Pamela. Derrick
Butler, 46, described his sister as
“real meticulous and methodical.
She follows through on everything,’’ he said.
Derrick sent his sister a text
stating if he didn’t hear from her
he would file a missing persons
report followed by another text
saying that their mother was in the
hospital. She did not respond and
he filed a missing person’s report.
Pamela has become one
among the average looking men,
women and children from a

variety of economic, social and
ethnic backgrounds that make up
the more than 102,764 active
missing persons in the U.S.,
according to the National Crime
Information Center. Mainstream
media continues to fail to present
what is in fact a very diverse
missing person’s population while
mostly concentrating on white
women.
Butler’s story received local
news coverage by the local television networks, News Channel 8,
MSNBC and the Washington
Post, but not on a national level.
Unlike the stories of Chandra
Levy, a congressional intern who
had an affair with Rep. Gary
Condit (D-Calif.), and Laura
Garza, a Brooklyn woman who
vanished after leaving a
Manhattan nightclub with a serial
sex offender, the cases of Butler
and other black women are never
covered in great detail on national
networks like CNN.
Garza is often described in the
media as a “curly-haired beauty.’’
What’s
the
difference
between the three women?
According to many, race
continues to play a primary role.
“Media Backtalk,’’ a live discussion with Washington Post
columnist and media critic
Howard Kurtz, one
Washingtonian wrote, “I cannot
recollect one case about a young
African-American or Hispanic
woman/child going missing.
Locally yes nationally no. Could

you help me understand why the
media fails so miserably in this
arena?’’
Kurtz described it as “the
Missing
White
Women
syndrome,’’ and added that the
white women “generally have to
be middle class and it helps if
they’re attractive.’’
According to FBI statistics, in
2008, a total of 778,161 missing
person records were entered into
the National Crime Information
Center’s Missing Person File.
Thirty-three percent of those
missing are African-Americans
and they are only 12 percent of the
U.S. population. White’s make-up
62 percent of the U.S. population
and account for nearly 63 percent
of the missing victims, which
includes Hispanics. Male’s makeup 47 percent of the missing.
Even law enforcement have
taken notice.
“It’s sad that today people of
color are not valued as much as
whites,” said Metropolitan Police
Detective
Richard
Adams.
“Everybody is worthy of
maximum effort when you’re
trying to find missing people … It,
race, doesn’t matter to me. If
you’re missing, I’m gonna’ find
you.’’
A suspect has not been named
in Butler’s disappearance. Anyone
with information is asked to call
the Command Information Center
at (202) 727-9099. For those who
wish to remain anonymous call 1888-919-CRIME.

In Exclusive Interview, N.Y. Gov.
Patterson Talks About Obama
And His Own Accomplishments
BY HERB BOYD AND
NAYABAARINDE
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE AMSTERDAM NEWS

NEW YORK (NNPA) - Gov.
Da v i d P a t e r s o n w a s v e r y
generous in grading President
Obama’s first 100 days in office,
giving him an “A-plus.” He was
not asked to evaluate his own brief
tenure at the helm of the state but
he did draw some comparisons
between himself and the
president.
Paterson said both he and
Obama were dealing with tremend ou s e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m s ,
enormous deficits and unwarranted attacks from critics.
“ We b o t h h a v e m a d e
decisions where others have
presented no plans,” he said
d ur i n g a n i n t e r v i e w a t t h e
Amsterdam News’ Harlem office
last Friday. The governor stopped
just a little short of slamming the
barrage of press attacks on him.
While stating that he was not at all
as thick-skinned as some would
presume, rather than nursing hurt
feelings, Paterson seemed to be
more aggravated by lack of recognition for some of the groundbreaking achievements his administration has garnered. To counter
his detractors, the governor ticked
off a number of accomplishments
since he took office last March,
including the vast reforming of the
state’s healthcare system.
“People say that Medicaid is
the problem, but we cut $2.6
billion from Medicaid and
reformed the whole system,” he
explained. “And Governor Pataki

never made a cut that came close
to this. The best he could do was
half of that.” As the draconian
cuts were being administered,
Paterson said the welfare system
had not been reformed in 18 years.
“These are people living on the
very edge of survival,” he said.
“ We i n c r e a s e d t h e s e
payments, and we increased food
stamps by 40 percent.” The
governor was also proud of the
student loan increases. “Now
students can get loans at half the
cost the lenders are charging
them,” he said, “and we got rid of
the Rockefeller drug laws.”
Was he completely satisfied
with the reforms made on the
longstanding drug laws? “I think
all the parties were happy;
everyone seemed to be clear,”
Paterson replied. “Now they have
an opportunity to prosecute the
real drug dealers and not those
wandering around selling drugs to
support a habit.”
All of these measures, the
governor asserted, were made
with an economy in the worst
shape since the Great Depression.
“We’ve taken the stimulus money
we’ve gotten from President
Obama and we’re putting people
back to work,” he said.
Paterson seemed unperturbed
that Laura Anglin, his budget
director, was stepping down from
her post. “We have about four or
five people in the office right now
who are capable of managing the
budget,” he said. “I am very happy
for the work that she did and I
wish her well in her next
position.”
Nor was there any apparent

bother that a watchdog group is
seeking an investigation of the
release of private information
from the governor’s office about
Caroline Kennedy after she
withdrew her name as a candidate
to replace Hillary Clinton. “The
group asked once and then asked
again, so I’m not going to
comment on it,” he said.
To date, the Commission on
Public Integrity, which has had the
letter for two months, has made no
decision about a possible inquiry
into the matter.
On the crisis at the MTA,
Paterson was more forthcoming,
indicating that the state had
borrowed itself into a budget
crisis. “And any place you go to
cut has already been cut,” he said.
“The taxi drivers have already
suffered; the commuters face a 23
to 30 percent increase in fares.” To
remedy the situation, more than
$1 billion is necessary, Paterson
added.
“I think people understand
the budget deficit,” Paterson
continued, “but they don’t seem to
understand what we mean by a
shared sacrifice. It means we all
have to sacrifice.” He said he has
taken a 10 percent cut in his salary,
a reduction of $18,000. “I’m
willing take the pain along with
the rest of New Yorkers.”
Paterson said he agreed with
Mayor Michael Bloomberg in
establishing bridge tolls. “That
would have made it fair,” he said.
“I believe the Ravitch plan should
have been adopted, which
includes placing tolls on the
bridges.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

(727) 686-9356

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

THE ROCK

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

Sunday

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

OF

SERVICES

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

THE CROSSING POINT
International Foursquare Church
along with Rev. Sarah H. Edwards, Sr. Pastor and her husband, Minister Edgar Edwards

Welcomes You
to study the Word of God, so that you may be approved by God as one of His Workers

Faith - Family - and Unity in the Community
via Christ Jesus is celebrated
2311 16th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Sundays 10:45 a.m. • Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
“Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever” -Hebrews 13:8

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

UNITY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
“Let All Things Be Done
With Charity”
Reverend
Nathaniel H. Drayton

Sunday Morning Worship ........................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .....................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ...........................6:30 p.m.
Services held at House of Praise and Blessing
3100 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33709
(727) 916-0311

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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